ALICE: A STUDY OF FINANCIAL HARDSHIP IN MICHIGAN

In September 2014, Michigan Association of United Ways unvelled its first statewide ALICE Report, a data-driven,
comprehensive research project upending the conventional view of Michigan. The fact is that the number of
Michigan households who are unable to afford life’s basic necessities far exceeds the official federal poverty
statistics. United Way calls this newly revealed demographic ALICE, an acronym for Asset Limited, Income
Constrained, Employed.

ALICE represents the nearly 930,503 men and women of all ages and races who get up each day to go

to work, but who aren’t sure if they’ll be able to put dinner on the table each night. ALICE is your

child care worker, home health aide, store clerk, and office assistant — all workers essential to you and to
our community’s success.

Before this report, ALICE was a population and community issue without a name or face. While it is true that
ALICE has existed long before this study, it was not until the release of this Report that there was any way to
discuss the plight of these households, nonetheless quantify them.

ALICE NEEDS YOUR HELP

We all have a vested interest in improving
conditions for ALICE - their everyday
struggles reach beyond personal trials to
impact the wider community.

Visit uwmich.org/ALICE to download the
ALICE Report and join the community
dialogue around these issues. By raising
awareness about ALICE and stimulating a
fresh dialogue among residents and
leaders, we can, together, improve the
overall health of our communities.

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED

Michigan Association .
of United Ways Unwﬂi
uwmich.org/ALICE a'y S




ALICE IN KENT COUNTY

Population: 614,462 | Number of Households: 231,171

Median Household Income: $50,653 (state average: $46,859)
Unemployment Rate: 6.7% (state average: 9.1%)

Gini Coefficient (zevo = equalty; one = inequalityy 0.46 (state average: 0.46}

How many households are struggling?

ALICE, an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, are
haouseholds that eam more than the U.S. poverty level, but less than the basic
cost of living for the county. Combined, the number of poverty and ALICE
househalds equats the total population struggling fo afford basic needs.

Poverly 3 Above ALICE
35,038 HH = 141,687 HH
15% z 61%

What are the economic conditions?

The Economic Viability Dashbhoard evaluates community conditions
for ALICE in three core areas. Each is an indexwitha scale of 1 (worst)
to 100 (best).

Housing Job Community
Affordability Opportunities Support
poor (47) good (68) good (66)

What does it cost to afford the basic necessities?

Thisbaz&uﬁlhmmx!getdoesmmtawsavings,leavmga
household vulnerable to unexpecied expenses. Affording only a very
modwmmeachmmnw,wsuﬂgdkstmsigﬁmnﬁymmemanthe
U.S. poverly rate of $11,170 for a single aduit and $23,050 for a family of four.

Household Survival Budgat, Kent County
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Health care $130 $518
Miscellaneons $138 $412
Taxes $137 $372
Monthiy total $1.519 $4.534
ANNUAL TOTAL $18,226 $54.404
Howrly wage | $27 20

Saurce: US WJMWMmMWM .S Deparimet of Agriculture (USDA),
Bureau of Labor Stafistics (Bt.S), htemal Revenue Service {RS) and state Treasury, and ChildCare Aware,
2at2: Amersican Conwnunily Survey 1 year estimate.

relies an 3- and 5-year averages, is nol
availatile for the smaiiest towns that don't

report ncome, and may overlap with Census

Designaied Flaces (COF).

184

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT = MICHIGAN



ALICE IN LIVINGSTON COUNTY

Popuflation: 182,838 | Number of Households: 66,808

Median Household Income: $75,719 (state average: $46,859)
Unemployment Rate: 9.1% (state average: 9.1%)

Gini Coefficient (zero = equalily, one = inequality): 0.38 (state average: 0.46)

How many households are struggling?

ALICE, an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, are
households that eam more than the U.S. poverly level, but less than the basic
cost of living for the county. Combined, the number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total population struggling to afford basic needs.

Poverly ALICE = Above ALICE
4,443 HH 13,437 HH Z 48,928 HH
7% 20% i 73%

What are the economic conditions?

The Economic Viability Dashboard evaluates community conditions
for ALICE in three core areas. Each is an index with a scale of 1 (worst)

to 100 (best).

Housing Job Community
Affordability Opportunities Support
poor (45) good (69) good (64)

What does it cost to afford the basic necessities?

This bare-minimum budget does not allow for any savings, leaving a
household vulnerable to unexpected expenses. Aflording only a very
modest living in each community, this budget is still significantly more than the
U.S. poverly rate of $11,170 for a single adult and $23,050 for a family of four.

Livingsion County, 2012
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Housing $643 $798
Child care $- $1.476
Food $196 $592
Transportation $403 $805
Heaith care $115 $458
ifiscellansous $152 $463
Taxes $161 $503
Monthiy total $1.668 $5,096
ANNUAL TOTAL $20,014 $61,149
Hourly wage $10.01 $30.57

Source: U 8. Depariment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U. S, Departmer of Agriculture ((/SDA),
Bureau o Labor Siafistics (BLS), internal Revenue Service (IRS) and state Treasury, and ChildCare Aware,
2012; American Cammunity Survey, 1 year estimate.

refies on 3- end 5-yeer averages, is

awailable for the smaflest fowns that dont
report income, and may ovesiap with Census

Designaied Places (CDP}.
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UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT ~ MICHIGAN

Macomb County, 2012

Total HH

Anmada Towmship 189 | 2%
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Center Uine Clty 3670 | 5%
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mm“‘““ 260 | o
Eastpointe City 12535 4T%
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mm 1978 | W%
Lenox Tommship 3379 | 30%
Macomt Tesmshlp 26435 | 18%
Eorghs Cly 201 %
Mount Clemens City 7.032 56%
New Baftimore Cliy a3 | 2%
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Rictmond City 2303 | sm
Rechmond Toumahip 1214 | 2%
Rosevils Clly 19857 | %
m?"“‘ 20 | 2%
SL_ Clair Shores Cly 26052 | %
Stexting H=ights Clty ama | 3
Uiica Cly 2008 | 40%
¥iarren City 2262 | 4%
Washingion Townshlp | 9264 | 29%

NOTE: Municipal-level data may not match
coundy-level data; municipakleve! data often
refies on 3- and 5-year averages, is not
availahle for the smaflest towns that don’t
report income, and may overfap with Census
Designated Places (CDP).
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ALICE IN MACOMB COUNTY

Population: 847,383 | Number of Households: 330,541

Median Household Income: $52,185 (state average: $46,859)
Unemployment Rate: 10.1% (state average: 9.1%)

Gini Coefficient (zero = equality; one = inequality). 0.42 (state average: 0.46)

How many households are struggling?

ALICE, an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, are
households that eam more than the U.S. poverty level, but less than the basic
cost of living for the county. Combined, the number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total population struggling to afford basic needs.

Poverty ALICE Above ALICE
38,376 HH 80,721 HH 211,444 HH
12% 24% 64%

What are the economic conditions?

The Economic Viability Dashboard evaluates community conditions
for ALICE in three core areas. Each is an index with a scale of 1 (worst)

1o 100 (best).

Housing Job Community
Affordability Opportunities Support
poor (38) fair (65) fair (54)

What does it cost to afford the basic necessities?

This bare-minimum budget does not allow for any savings, leaving a
household vulnerable 1o unexpected expenses. Affording only a very

modest living in each community, this budget is still significantly more than the
U.S. poverty rate of $11,170 for a single adult and $23,050 for a family of four.

Household Survival Budget, Macomb County

FAMILY (INFANT AND

| !
(SINGLE ADULT PREK)

Heatlth care $115 $458
Miscellaneous $145 $449
Taxes $153 $465
Monthly total $1,597 $4.937
ANNUAL TOTAL $19,164 $59,243
Hourly wage $9.58 $29.62

Source: U.S. Depariment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),
Bureau of Labor Stafistics (BLS), Infemal Revenue Service (IRS) and state Treasury, and ChildCare Aware,
2012; American Community Survey, 1 year eslimate.




ALICE IN MUSKEGON COUNTY

Population: 170,182 | Number of Households: 63,860
Median Household income: $40,535 (state average: $46,859)

Unemployment Rate: 8.9% (state average: 9.1%) Btuo Lake Towrship 80¢ | 2%
Gini Coefficient (zero = equality; one = inequality): 0.44 (state average: 0.46) Casnovia Township a82 30%
Cedar Creek Toumship 1,282 e
Dalton Township 3,407 3%
How many households are struggling? o T
ALICE, an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, are Fruitport Charter 4075 | 2w
households that earn more than the U.S. poverty level, but less than the basic m"'"‘"" = e
cast of living for the county. Combined, the number of poverty and ALICE Laketon Vownstlp TV B
households equals the total population struggling to afford basic needs. Montagne Clty an 30%
Montagus Township 646 ™
Poverty ALICE ; Above ALICE Moortand Township 575 36%
12,772 HH 14,767 HH z 36,321 HH Musiegon Charter 6460 | 4
= Towmship
20% 23% = 57% Suskegon Clty 1Mes | e%
Muskegon Heights Clty | 4,176 %
What are the economic conditions? e
The Economic Viability Dashboard evaluates community conditions Raveana Towmship L] 2%
for ALICE in three core areas. Each is an index with a scale of 1 (worst) il ': ::
to 100 (best). éitie River Toenship 605 | 24%
Housing Job Community w' = - ';f ::
Affordability Opportunities Support
poor (47) fair (58) fair (50)
What does it cost to afford the basic necessities?
This bare-minimum budget does not allow for any savings, leaving a
household vulnerable to unexpected expenses. Affording only a very
modest living in each community, this budget is still significantly more than the
U.S. poverty rate of $11,170 for a single adult and $23,050 for a family of four.
Household Survival Budget, Muskegon County
FAMILY (INFANT AND
| SINGLE ADULT PRE-K)
Housing $461 $625
Child care $ $976
Food $196 $592 £
Transportation $341 $681 %
Health care $130 $518 s
Miscellaneous $126 $362 .
Taxes $128 $223 §
[¥¥]
Monthly total $1,381 $3.977 NOTE: Municipatlevel data may not maich &
ANNUAL TOTAL $16,571 $47,724 counfy-level data; municipa-ievel data often s
refies on 3- and 5-year averages, is not <<
Hourly wage $8.29 $23.86 available for the smallest fowns that don't x
report income, and may overiap with Census =
Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U.S. Department of Agricutture (USDA), Designated Places (COP). a
Bureau of Lebor Stafisfics (BLS), internal Revenue Service {IRS} and state Treaswry, and ChildCare Aware, =
2012; American Community Survey, 1 year estimate, 204 %



ALICE IN OAKLAND COUNTY

Population: 1,220,657 | Number of Households: 489,897

Median Household Income: $63,345 (state average: $46,859)
Unemployment Rate: 8.9% (state average: 9.1%)

Gini Coefficlent (zero = equality; one = inequality): 0.47 (state average: 0.46)

How many households are struggling?

ALICE, an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, are
households that earn more than the U.S. poverty level, but less than the basic
cost of living for the county. Combined, the number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total population struggling to afford basic needs.

Poverty ALICE =4 Above ALICE
48,719 HH 115,898 HH g 325,280 HH
10% 24% = 66%

What are the economic conditions?

The Economic Viability Dashboard evaluates community conditions
for ALICE in three core areas. Each is an index with a scale of 1 (worst)

to 100 (best).

Housing Job Community
Affordability Opportunities Support
poor (32) good (69) good (74)

What does it cost to afford the basic necessities?

This bare-minimum budget does not allow for any savings, leaving a
household vuinerable to unexpected expenses. Affording only a very

modest living in each community, this budget is still significantly more than the
U.S. poverty rate of $11,170 for a single adult and $23,050 for a family of four.

Household Survival Budget, 0akland County

FAMILY (INFANT AND

Addison Township 2310 | 2%
‘Aubum Hilts City 861 | 4%
Beridey Clly 6518 | 26%
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Btoomfteld Charter ] P
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e 5289 | 30m
Clawson Clity 5269 | 40%
gm Charter 14718 21%
Farmington City 2610 | 3%
FarmingtonMiBs Clly | 35808 | 3%
Ferndale City 937 | 4%
Grovelend Tovmship 1880 | 2%
Hazel Park Clty 6768 | 60%
Mightand Charter

Lo cccires agrs | s
Holly Towmship 2169 | 2%
WuntingtonWoods City | 2313 | 13%
Independences Charter 12052 28%
Keego Harbor Clty 1304 | 5%
Lathrup Village Clty 1697 | 1%
Lyon Charter Towmship | 5251 | 2%
Madison Helgha City | 12751 | 51%
Milford Chaster i By
Nosthvie Clty 125 | W%
Novi City 603 | 2%
Ok Park Clty ns07 | 4%
Oaldand Chiarter ol b
Orlon Charter Township | 12983 | 20%
Oxford Chiarter |
Pleasant Ridge Clty 114 | 1%
Pontlac Clty 2330 | &%
Rochester City 5473 | 28%
Rochester Hills Clty 2789 | 24%
Rose Township 23 | 2%
Foyal Oak Charer T |
Royal Oak Clty 28249 | 4%
South Lyan Clty a7 | ww
Southfield CRy 31724 | 4%
‘Southfield Tovmshlp 550 | 12%
Springfield Charter s | 2
Sytvan Lake City 796 2%
Troy City 30838 | 24%
Village Of Clarkston Clty | _ 408 %
Walled Lake Clty 3219 | 48%
Waterford Chiarter

Township 2053 | 2%
m"“""‘ Cherter | 54483 | 24%
bt eugd u Chartar nies | 2o
Wixom Clty 5885 | 45%

SINGLE ./-\.DULT PRE-K)
Housing $586 $798
Child care $ $1,499
Food $196 $592
Transportation $403 $805
Health care $115 $458
Miscellaneous $145 $463
Taxes $153 $475
Monthly total $1,597 $5,089
ANNUAL TOTAL $19,164 $61,074
Hourly wage $9.58 $30.54

Source: U.S. Depariment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U.S. Depariment of Agriculture (USDA),
Bureau of Labor Staistics (BLS), Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and state Treasury, and ChildCare Aware,
2012; American Communily Survey, 1 year estimate.

NOTE: Municipal-level data may not match
county-level data; municipatieve! data often

refies on 3- and 5-year averages, is not
available for the smallest towns that don't

report income, and may overlap with Census

Designaled Places (CODP).
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UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT — MICHIGAN

Wayne County, 2012

Total HH

% ALICE
&
Poverty

ALIGE IN WAYNE COUNTY

Population: 1,792,365 | Number of Households: 660,724
Median Household Income: $39,486 (state average: $46,859)
Unemployment Rate: 11.3% (state average: 9.1%)

Allen Park Clty 4,071 30% Y . .
Belleville Clty 1778 | 4% Gini Coefficlent (zero = equality; one = inequality). 0.49 (state average: 0.46)
Brownstown Charter 10,578 31%
Township
Canton Charter "
Township =] o How many households are struggling?
Dearbom 31,605 44%
Derbom :?mmc,y 20090 | az% ALICE, an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, are
Detroit City 293,073 | 67% households that earn more than the U.S. poverty level, but less than the basic
Ecorse Clty 35% | 50% cost of living for the county. Combined, the number of poverty and ALICE
Flat Rock City el | 4% households equals the total population struggling to afford basic needs.
Garden City 10,198 33%
Gibraltar City 1691 | 2% Poverty ALICE 4 Above ALICE
P T 154,765 HH 169,016 HH = 336,944 HH
23% 26% = 51%
Grosse Pointe Farms 3734 14% —
City }
Grosse Pointe Park City 4,267 23% a spm
G e Woots | . | 1o What are the economic conditions?
Hamtramek Clty 6483 | 69% The Economic Viability Dashboard evaluates community conditions
Harper Woods City 5605 | 43% for ALICE in three core areas. Each is an index with a scale of 1 (worst)
Highland Park City ABOT | 4% to 100 (best).
Huron Charter Township | 5556 32%
inkster City 8754 | 6% Housing Job Community
M;‘:““ ;;j;:’ ;’: Affordability Opportunities Support
Nelvindale Gy o | oo poor (40) poor (51) good (87)
Northville City 1,289 28%
e What does it cost to afford the basic necessities?
TU/outh Cherter 10518 | 21% -
:, nly T B This bare-minimum budget does not allow for any savings, leaving a
Radiord Chaster vl household vulnerable to unexpected expenses. Affording only a very
Township e modest living in each community, this budget is still significantly more than the
""'“""":y Cey f:'; :: U.S. poverty rate of $11,170 for a single adult and $23,050 for a family of four.
Riverview h
Rockwood City 1,242 I5%
Romulus City 08,943 44% o
Southgats Gty T2a78 | 4o% Household Survival Budget, Wayne County
Sumpter Township 3471 34%
Taylor City 23,463 47T%
Trenton City 7704 | 3% { SINGLE ADULT _ ;/;l\gllkY) CAEND
¥m Buren Charter 11,397 7% = "
= m' — = B Housing $586 $798
1
Shores Clty 3. Child care $- $1,265
Wayne City 6,904 50%
S O T Food $196 $592
Woodhaven City 4912 32% Transportaﬁon $403 $805
ey, L e Health care $115 $458
Miscellaneous $145 $435
Taxes $153 $428
NOTE: Municipalevel data may not match Monthly total $1.597 $4.762
county-level data; municipaHevel data often ANNUAL TOTAL $19,164 $57,379
relies on 3- and 5-year averages, is not
avallable for the smallest towns that don't Hourly wage $9.58 $28.69

report income, and may overlap with Census

Designated Places (CDP).
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Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and state Treasury, and ChildCare Aware,
2012; American Community Survey, 1 year estimate.




